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1 . CHARGE CALLED ON MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND FINANCE KONAN 
BEDIE EVENING SEPT. 14 TO DISCUSS STATUS OF SWITCHING OFFICE 
CONTRACT AND TO MAKE POINTS IN REFTEL. CHARGE SAID MATTER 
WAS APPARENTLY URGENT IN VIEW OF COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING 
TOMORROW, SEPT. 15, AT WHICH WE HAD HEARD FINAL DECISION ON 
CONTRACTAWARD MIGHT BE MADE. BEDIE WAS OBVIOUSLY WELL 
INFORMED ABOUT THE TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT(NORTH 
ELECTRIC REPRESENTATIVES HAVE TOLD US THAT IVORIAN AMBASSADOR 
TO WASHINGTON AHOUA HAD DISCUSSED THIS PROBLEM WITH BEDIE 
EARLIER TODAY). BEDIE SAID FINAL DECISION HAD NOT YET BEEN 
MADE AND THAT THIS MATTER WAS NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 
TOMORROW S COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING. HE FULLY UNDER- 
STOOD IBRD REGULATIONS AND EXPRESSED SOME SURPRISE THAT 

IBRD HAD NOT BEEN INFORMED AS TO THE STATUS OF AWARD. BEDIE 
ASSURED CHARGE THAT HE WOULD BRING DEMARCHE TO THE ATTEN- 
TION OF PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY. 

2. BEDIE SUGGESTED CHARGE ALSO SPEAK WITH PRESIDENT'S 
DIRECTOR OF CABINET GUI NAIRAY AND TELEPHONED TO ARRANGE 
APPOINTMENT. CHARGE MADE POINTS IN REFTEL TO NAIRAY WHO 
ALSO GAVE ASSURANCE HE WOULD CONVEY THEM TO PRESIDENT 
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3. LOCAL IBRD REPS INFORMED CHARGE THAT IBRD HAS NOT 
RECEIVED ANY FORMAL NOTIFICATION FROM GOIC AS TO THE 
EVENTUAL AWARD OF THIS CONTRACT. IBRD MANAGEMENT IN 
WASHINGTON HAS REQUESTED STATUS OF AWARD FROM GOIC ON AT 
LEAST TWO OCCASIONS. LOCAL IBRD REPS THOUGHT IT VERY 
LIKELY THAT IBRD WOULD WITHDRAW SUPPORT FROM THE TELEPHONE 
COMMUNICATIONS PROJECT SHOULD REGULATIONS CONCERNING OPEN 
COMPETITIVE BIDDING BE IGNORED. 

4. WE HAVE INFORMED NORTH ELECTRIC REPRESENTATIVES THAT 
APPROACHES HAVE BEEN MADE TO GOIC AND THAT IT OUR UNDER- 
STANDING FINAL DECISION HAS NOT BEEN MADE AND IS NOT 
IMMEDIATELY IMMINENT. COOKE 
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